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Bill is an international expert in Civil and Environmental Engineering fluid mechanics and undertakes specialist 

research in the fields of coastal engineering, air-sea interaction, fluvial hydraulics, estuarine processes and 

the behaviour of turbomachines. Prior to being appointed to an academic position, he practiced as a specialist 

water engineering consultant for 17 years and led major multidisciplinary coastal and estuarine engineering 

investigations in Australia and internationally. He now teaches undergraduate and postgraduate Professional 

Engineers across the entire discipline of water engineering. He continues to provide specialist, strategic 

engineering advice to government and industry on a broad range of water engineering issues. In addition to 

familiarity with conventional water engineering design approaches, his practical and research experience 

includes computational fluid dynamics modelling (including the application of higher order turbulence closure  

schemes), the development of wave, hydraulic and water quality shallow-water equation models, turbulence and constituent flux 

measurements, and the development of automated measurement and control systems. Bill has been Director of the Water Research 

Laboratory (WRL) since 2006 and Co-Director of the UNSW Water Research Centre since 2008. 
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1998-2000 : Manager – WRL, UNSW 
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